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Spinoza and Religion. E. E. Powell. Chicago: The Open Court Pub- 
lishing Co. 1906. Pp. 340. 

This book, the author says, is " a polemic against a mistaken inter- 
pretation of Spinoza's philosophy and personality." The real Spinoza 
was in no sense religious. Nor does his system furnish the slightest basis 
for religion. "The right name for Spinoza's philosophy is atheistic 
monism. It represents a world-view which, in its essential features, is 
the very antithesis of that required by the religious consciousness." 

The author supports his position in the introduction, which includes 
an extended biographical sketch, by laying much emphasis on Spinoza's 
timidity, and his consequent willingness to use religious language where 
he could. This language is partly an equivalent for non-religious philo- 
sophical conceptions, and partly the result of an effort to conceal the real 
bearings of his atheistic philosophy. 

The argument then proceeds to an analysis of Spinoza's conception 
of God. Spinoza's absolute is really no God at all. It has no moral 
attributes. It is not an all-inclusive consciousness. Strictly speaking, 
it does not think. To all intents and purposes it is materialistic in its 
nature. With Spinoza "matter always takes logical precedence to 
thought wherever ontological and cosmological questions come into the 
foreground." Now religion requires, of course, a spiritual conception of 
the absolute. Still more: "Eeligion is the emotions and activities de- 
termined by belief in a higher personal power, or in higher personal 
powers, with Whom man is assumed to sustain relations." 

The last part of the book is given to the examination of particular 
conceptions that are supposed to give evidence of religious interest on the 
part of Spinoza. The most important of these, namely, the " intellectual 
love of God," the author finds to mean " nothing but delight in the intel- 
ligible as intelligible." 

The book is clear in style, thorough in execution, and exhibits much 
logical acumen. In its argument frequent use is made of the " Short 
Treatise." The discussion turns on the definition of religion. It may 
be that the conception of the personality of the Deity ought always to be 
present in religion, but how can it be affirmed that it is always present? 
It is- the author's definition of religion that, in the first instance, rules 
Spinoza out of the religious realm. Then, while many contradictions 
are pointed out in Spinoza's thought, the author fails to perceive a deeper 
lying contradiction, which is more to the philosopher's credit. It is true 
that what at first seems the primary tendency in Spinoza, the effort for 
the unification of all reality in thought, results in robbing man, and his 
personal and ethical interests, of all significance in the universe. But, 
on the other hand, in seeking for a practical attitude in life Spinoza 
attained, both in theory and in conduct, a peace and mastery that were 
essentially religious. The " intellectual love of God " signifies more than 
Spinoza's instinctive enjoyment of the intelligible as such. It stands for 
moral achievement on a religious basis; it stands for freedom through 



PSYCHOLOGY AND SCIENTIFIC METHODS 669 

surrender, for that strength through resignation from which the name 
of religion should not be withheld. 

Eugene W. Lyman. 
Bangob Theological Seminary. 



JOURNALS AND NEW BOOKS 

ARCHIV FUR GESCHICHTE DER PHILOSOPHIE. October, 
1907, Band 21, Heft 1. Leibnitzens Lehre von der Korperwelt als Kern- 
punkt des Systems (pp. 1-17): M. Leopold. - This is the first of three 
articles; it gives succinctly Leibnitz's conception of the corporeal world 
and its laws, and shows how his concept of the monad resulted from his 
recognition of the potentiality inseparable from the continuity of materia 
prima. Oedankengang und Anordnung der Aristotelischen Metaphysih 
II. (pp. 18-29) : A. Goedeckemeyer. - The " Metaphysics " contains two 
distinct works, as well as the interpolated chapters 8 to 12 of the second 
book, and all the fifth book. One line of argument lacks the beginning, 
the other the conclusion; but each is thoroughly consecutive. Der Phai- 
don ilber Wesen und Bestimmung des Menschen (pp. 30-49) : E. Pbum. 
-An analysis of the argument of the Phsedo leading apparently to the 
conclusion held by Zeller, that it is a demonstration of the immortality 
of the individual soul, in at least partial opposition to the interpretations 
of Hegel and Windelband. Platonische Untersuchungen. II. Menon 
(pp. 50-75) : G. Wernick. - The apparent flaws in the " Meno " are re- 
moved if we look on that dialogue as a defense against the criticism by 
Antisthenes of the account given in the " Symposium " of the nature of 
virtue. Das Dictum de Omni (pp. 76-92) : G. Werniok. - To find a 
formula that will apply not only to categorical affirmative, but also to 
negative and hypothetical judgments, the writer distinguishes between 
distributive (fixierend) and limiting (begrenzend) applications of con- 
cepts, with results apparently definite and valuable. Nietzsches Moral 
vom naturwissenschaftlichen Standpunkte aus (pp. 93-107) : S. Sterling. 

- Nietzsche overlooks the social character of man, and confuses physical 
and mental power. Plato ; PhUebus, IB A, B. (pp. 108-109) : R. G. Bury. 

- A textual discussion. La philosophie am, Moyen-Age (pp. 110-111) : A. 
Leclere. - A note on the reviving interest in the history of scholasticism. 
Bericht uber die deutsche Literatur der letzten Jahre zur vorkantischen 
deutschen Philosophie des 18. Jahrhunderts (pp. 115-138) : T. Elsenhans. 

- Reviews of three books on Tetens and eleven on Leibnitz, as follows : M. 
Brenke, Johann Nicholas Tetens Erhenntnistheorie vom Standpunkt des 
Kritizismus. Gustav Storring, Die Erhenntnistheorie von Tetens. Max 
Schinz, Die Moralphilosophie von Tetens. F. G. F. Wernick, Leibniz 
Lehre von der Freiheit des menschlichen Willens. Anton Seitz, Die Wil- 
lensfreiheit in der Philosophie des Aug. Crusius usw. F. H. Beneke, 
Leibniz als Ethiker. M. Blondel, De vinculo substantial et de substantia 
composita apud Leibnitium. M. Schornstein, E. Dillmanns " Neue Dar- 



